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District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as knowledgeable, skillful, 
and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a changing world. 

Core Beliefs 
We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to flourish 
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Philosophy 

 The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  Believing that our students deserve the best 
education, our curriculum is aligned to the most current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our scope 
and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently 
and at the university level, and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies for performance are 
differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which 
language arts literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common expectations that are rigorous and student centered, 
and teachers, who are most proximal to the children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

 To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this 
living document.  We will develop purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our curriculum and inform 
our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but 
specifically geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing current research-based methods and techniques that focus on 
student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the 
needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and psychometric standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student and curricular growth.  Assessment will be 
multidimensional and developed according to student need. 
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Content Guide 

CONTENT AREA: 6
th

 Grade Social Studies 

BIG IDEA:  Social studies helps students understand their roots, see their connections to the past, 

comprehend their context, recognize the commonality of people across time, appreciate the delicate 

balance of rights and responsibilities in an open society, and develop the habits of thoughtful analysis 

and reflective thinking. 

ALIGNMENT TO STANDARDS:  6.2 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

 How are governments created, structured, 

maintained, and changed? 

 What effect does the economy have on 

society? 

 How does geography influence lifestyle and 

affect the way people live and work? 

 How do the beliefs and values of a culture 

affect individuals and society? 

 How does reading historical fiction help to 

acquire factual information? 

 People develop systems to manage conflict and 

create order. 

 Decisions concerning the allocation and use of 

economic resources impact individuals and 

groups. 

 Geography influences needs, culture, 

opportunities, choices, interests, and skills. 

 People are affected by environmental, 

economic, social, cultural, and civic concerns. 

 Authors write for different purposes and can 

use historical facts and events as background 

for their plot to develop within. 

AREA OF FOCUS: 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES AND 

ASSESSMENT: 

 Explain why physical geography affected the 

development of early civilizations.  Identify 

the major physical features of the regions 

where ancient civilizations flourished. 

Describe how these features influenced the 

success or decline of the civilizations. 

 Evaluate how religion has played a central role 

in human history from ancient times to today.  

Explore the importance of religion in the 

cultural expression of ancient civilizations 

(e.g. customs, artistic expression, creation 

stories, architecture of sacred spaces).  Identify 

key tenets of the major world religions (i.e. 

Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, 

Judaism).  Analyze how religious ideas 

influence current issues. 

 Read historical fiction as a class or 

independently.  Vocabulary tests, section 

quizzes, and end of book test to assess historical 

understanding as well as asses reading skills 

(inferencing, drawing conclusions, etc.)  

Suggested novels: 

o The Golden Goblet (Egypt) 

o Song of the Red Cloak (Greece) 

o Catherine Called Birdy (Medieval 

Europe) 

 Identify the major ancient civilizations, divide 

class into groups and assign a civilization to 

research and/or map.  Discuss similarities and 

differences between each of the civilizations.   
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 Explain how modern governments can trace 

some of their attributes to the systems of 

power, authority, and governance established 

in ancient civilizations.  Identify forms of 

government within these civilizations and 

compare those forms to existing systems of 

governance in today’s world. 

 Analyze how the earliest civilizations created 

technologies and systems to meet community 

and personal needs.  Identify innovations in 

manmade structures over time (e.g. irrigation, 

roads, building materials) and their influence 

on meeting needs.  Examine the evolution and 

importance of writing. 

 Groups can create a poster that maps their 

research/understanding of a civilization.  

 Can have a debate about which civilization had 

more influence on us today, which was the most 

important, which had the best economy, which 

had the best resources, etc. 

 Use puppets to tell a historically relevant story. 

Should illustrate historic, cultural, economic, or 

political events of the time period being studied. 

 Other assessments can include: 

o Class participation 

o Teacher observation 

o Exit questions 

o Brainstorming 

o Quizzes 

o Tests 

o Projects/PBLs 

o Individual or team work 

o Graphic organizers 

o Presentations 
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CONTENT AREA: Social Studies, Grade 7 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

 How did geography influence the culture of early 
American civilizations? 

 What led to European exploration of the 
Americas? 

 How did the colonists develop their own way of 
life? 

 Early civilizations in the Americas developed due to 

 geography and the available resources in the areas 

 that were settled by these early natives.  Each tribe 
had their own culture and tradition.   

 The competition between European countries to 
find new valuable resources led to the exploration 
of America. 

 As the colonies grew and prospered, settlers began 
developing their own identity. 

AREAS OF FOCUS ACTIVITIES AND ASSESSMENT 

 Analyze the contributions of early American 

civilizations 

 Compare and contrast Native American 

cultures 

 Evaluate the impact of science, religion and 

technology innovation on European 

exploration 

 Explain why individuals and societies trade, 

how trade functions, and the role of trade 

during the colonial era 

 Explain how and why early government 

structures developed 

Activities 

 Research Project (Native American Culture) 

 Exploration Simulation 

 Creating a Colony 

 

Assessment 

 Teacher observation 

 Rubric 

 Self-Peer Assessment 

 Writing response journals 



Freehold Borough School District 
Gifted & Talented Social Studies – Grades 6-8     

     

  8 

 

CONTENT AREA:  Social Studies, Grade 8 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: 

 What effect did technology, from the industrial 
revolution to present day, have on America? 

 How do Americans deal with societal and cultural 
differences nationally and globally? 

 What motivates a person to act heroically in the 
face of danger? 

 Since pioneers days, men and women have made 
technological advances, changing the landscape of 
our country.   

 America has dealt with sectional differences and by 
changing its view to align with national and, more 
recently, global societal and cultural differences?  

 The fight for freedom during the Civil Rights 
Movement reshaped the social landscape of the US 
and resulted in legislation designed to protect the 
rights of Americans regardless of race, ethnicity, 
gender and disability. Current movement for civil 
rights continues to alter the ever-changing 
diversified landscape of the global world. 

AREAS OF FOCUS ACTIVITIES AND ASSESSMENT 

 Inventions and technological advances in our 
nation.  

 Differences within a community can result in 
division of society, dehumanization, and 
extermination.  

 The Civil Rights Era was a resistance movement in 
response to the discriminatory practices that 
existed in the first half of the twentieth century.  
Comparison of historical and current movements, 
reasoning for, and changes elicited.  

Activities 

 Identify and analyze inventions and their 

contributions to modernization 

 Read period literature 

 Identify and analyze historical and current 

primary sources  

 Compare historical and modern rights activists 

and their strategies 

Assessment 

 Create advertisement for historical inventions in 

modern day/use 

 Discussion Groups (large and small) 

 Writing Assignments 

 Interactive journals 

 Oral presentation, with use of technology 

 Research report 

 Interview 


